. CLAY MINING AND BRICK MAKING
a P The vision Living Rivers, published by WWF in 1992,

O n e E UT O p e M O T e N a_t u T e describes how clay mining and brick making, two of the

oldest industries in the region, can help restore historical
Gelderse Poort / the Netherlands

SAND AND GRAVEL
EXTRACTION
Sand and gravel are tradi-

tionally used in building

river courses, thus increasing biodiversity and capacity for and infrastructure projects

water retention. Additional advantages include: such as roads and railways.
« the brick and clay-mining industry obtains new opportuni- In recent decades heavy
ties and a better image (‘building with bricks is building restrictions were put on sand

for nature’); and gravel extraction

« farmers in river forelands may sell their land to the clay- because of its environmental

The Gelderse Poort is the area where the Rhine branches out

. . . o mining industry and use these funds to move to better impact and because of public
into the Rivers Waal, Lower Rhine and Ussel. It is situated on the grounds (a market-driven restructuring of agriculture); RESTAURANTS AND CATERING BUSINESS resistance against large pits in the landscape. This prompted
German/Dutch border, near the cities of Arnhem, Nijmegen and « the new ‘wilderness areas’ attract many visitors, which in The booming natural qualities of the area and regional and the industry to adapt a new approach (‘Over Winnen,
Emmerich. The project Ta covers some 10 000 hectares and is - turn offer new economic opportunities. national communications campaigns have triggered many published in 2003), which was supported by environmental
increasingly considered as the green lung of an expanding The Living Rivers W é'ur;entfy implemented in a visitors to discover the area. As a consequence the restau- organisations. The principle is similar to that of Living
urbanised and economically imp ortant% largef;tvldlmb'éfgrp.roje-c"ts. rants, hotels and cafés have revived and new ones have Rivers: use sand and gravel extraction to build new land-

i - , — . sprung up. This has resulted in a substantial growth of scapes in which ecological processes are restored and in

i - jobs in tourism, recreation, and hospitality. The river and which present and future needs (e.g. water retention,

~ itslandscape are bi

business! o o ~ recreation, gttljgg_t_il_re_puilding locations etc.) can be fulfilled.
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RIVER- AND WATER MANAGEMENT
The Gelderse Poort is located at the top of the delta of the =
river Rhine. Flood protection has always been an important

issue in this region, especially since the exceptionally high

floods of 1993 and 1995. Since 2000 the Dutch government e
F
has been working on a new flood management programme,
. . i
‘Ruimte voor de Rivier’ (Space for the river). Its main a— —

objective is to create a safe and sustainable flood protection

programme which respects and enlarges natural and land-

scape values. In this respect the efforts undertaken in e.g.

the Millingerwaard are an example of how this can be done.

AGRICULTURE AND VIA NATURA

Since 1995 a challenging land re-allocation plan, ‘Land-
inrichtingsproject Ooijpolder, has focused on a strict 0
separation of intensive farming and ecological restoration.
1500 hectares of meadows in the river forelands of the River
Waal were to be withdrawn from farming, while at the same
time the conditions for cultivation in the area behind the ’
dikes would be improved. This programme gained the farm- Via Nl

ers’ support and local acceptance in a very short period of "
Corridor with mixed farming

time and is now almost completed. In the meantime it has
become clear that intensive farming, even in the areas desig-
nated for this, has a limited future. Efforts are now underway =
to also here restore valuable landscape elements, such as

hedges and natural verges along ditches and fields) and to RIVER MANAGEMENT AND
improve recreation facilities such as footpaths and small WATER MANAGEMENT
bridges. The project, which offers land-owners payments for

such ‘green services’ is know as Via Natura. I E
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In the past four decades the economic and social structure
of the Gelderse Poort region has changed dramatically.
Although farming and the brick industry intensified, the

number of workers in these sectors decreased. Villages were bt o
effectively transformed into dormitories as many people . -

moved from the villages to the cities. Supermarkets in the

car s
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b
city out-competed village shops, bus services became mar- S
ginalised, ferries stopped. As a next step in this development, L
wealthier urban people chose to live in the countryside.
Because of the influx of new money and new people
(including many tourists), the infrastructure in the area has

improved and so have possibilities for entrepreneurs. Bus

services have been restored, new tourist ferries have started
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operating and there are several bicycle rental services.
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The Gelderse Poort ~

. The central goal of One Europe More Nature is: to identi- By combining policy and market mechanisms, and by
A n EW Susta.i.n ab'l e eco.n Om un de.r COn St.ruct.i O.n # , ., fy, create and communicate practical examples of alterna- ~ focussing on partnership, on stakeholders, and on new
) y r 4 tives for rural development in Europe, mechanisms which ~ economies rather than on species and habitats, wwF
; are good for nature and good for people and which can believes that the One Europe More Nature projects offer
significantly influence the reform of the cap and enhance  potential for self-sustaining rural development in a time
WWE’s nature conservation impact across Europe. of change. Projects included in One Europe More Nature:
WWF does this by: « Vainameri (Estonia), executed by Arhipelaag and
- setting up a network of pilot projects across Europe W W F-Sweden;
and acquiring experience with various regional part- Gelderse Poort (Netherlands), executed by Stichting
ners of financing mechanisms for nature and land- Ark and ww F-Netherlands;
iy - scape protection and restoration. These pilots also Sinca Noua and Tagla Mountains (Romania), executed
include non-ww F projects. In most cases pilots offer by the village of Sinca Noua and ww  International;
perspective on a European scale; Ardennes (Belgium), executed by ww F-Belgium;

-

MZHF e — e D ——, . " « using these results to influence public opinion and Prespa (Greece), executed by ww F-Greece and Society
policy decision-making on European (agricultural) poli- for the Protection of Prespa
“ __ cy and its reform and implementation; Coto Doiiana (Spain), executed by ww F-Spain;
- f - ' 1 s : " : « creating awareness in European consumers that they Tisza lowland floodplains (Hungary), executed by
_— — : ; ' . contribute to the quality of nature and landscape ww F-Hungary;

by their (purchasing) behaviour in food, services, Tisza upland headwaters in Maramures (Romania),
recreation, tourism and other sectors. executed by ww F-Danube Carpathian Programme.

One Europe More Nature is a collaborative — integrated — project of the ww F European teams on agriculture,
forestry, and freshwater and is funded by ww F Netherlands.

For more information on One Europe More Nature, contact the Project Leader:

Charlie Avis

c/o wwF Hungary, H-1124 Budapest, Nemetvolgyi ut 78/b, Hungary.

Tel: +36-1-2145554 X126; mobile: +36-30-4144454; email: Charlie.avis@wwf.hu

THE EUROPEAN LANDSCAPE
AT A CROSSROADS

One Europe More Nature works with field projects in 6 eu member states (yellow) and in one of the accession countries
(brown). It also collaborates closely with the wwF’s European Policy Office in Brussels.

One Europe More Nature

European Challenges, Natural Solutions:
A new perspective for nature and people
in rural areas in Europe
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